WATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
magnificent work which it did in so many directions, had proved itself
incapable of dealing with major issues. Though it recognized its dun-
to work for the renunciation of war, it proved unable to co-operate
for the preservation of peace; which must in the end depend on the
organization of overwhelming force on the side of justice and the
principle of negotiation. A sad but incontrovertible fact, as so many
incidents have borne witness from the beginning of its labours.
But quite apart from the inefficacy of the League of Nations in this
respect there was one major, even vital, lacuna in the Versailles Treaty.
It contained no clause prescribing that after a fried period (say two or
three or five years) it would come up for revision where necessary by
negotiation. It would be utter folly if the next peace treat}' does not
contain such a clause. Peace treaties nowadays are complicated busi-
nesses and that of Versailles was a whole volume of many hundreds of
pages. Can any negotiators in the first few months after a bloody war
be so presumptuous as to regard their decisions, taken in the heat of
bitter resentment and wrath, however legitimate, as just, final, and
irrevocable? Retribution can and should be as stern and severe as is
compatible with justice, but without justice no settlement can endure.
Thousands of years ago Confucius declared that hatred should be
requited by justice, and the verity stands to-day just as it did then,
Why was Abraham Lincoln, one of the three greatest of all Americans,
murdered? Because he refused to bow to the clamour of the hatred
and resentment of the North, and insisted on justice for the South.
Britain was more wisely led in the days of Wellington and Castlereagh,
and by those who made the settlement with the Dutch republics after
the Boer War. In 1919-1920 it was unfortunately not we who led,
but a France inspired by the two worst counsellors in the world, Fear
and Hate. Let us pray that any new treaty, be it at London or Geneva,
on the ruins of the old League with a view to its reconstruction, be
based on that single principle—justice. The Allied Powers under the
guidance of Lord Curzon were wise enough at Lausanne in 1922-
1923 to revise round a table the Treaty of Sevres with Turkey.
Unfortunately, they had not the courage to face the same situation as
regards Germany, but preferred the dismal alternative of accepting
under the threat of force one unilateral revision after another of the
Versailles Treaty, as imposed upon them by Hitler and his gangsters.
Those who still think that that treaty was a model for all time should
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